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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 6 recites the limitation "optical light beam" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application 
published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United States was 
published under Article 21 (2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

3. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,359,652 to Takada. 

With regard to claim 1, Takada discloses a camera comprising: 

a lens mount (lens holding unit 331) (see Fig. 5); 

an image taking device (photographic element 301) designed to 
photoelectrical^ convert light received (see Col. 6, lines 25-6, Fig. 5); 

a front main body member (front casing 1001 ) which forms a front portion 
of a main body (case 901 ) of the camera (see Fig. 4); 

a rear main body member (rear casing 1002) which forms a rear portion of 
the case 901 of the camera and is coupled to the front casing 1001 (see Fig. 4); and 
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a central main body member (mounting structure 300) on which the tens 
casing holding unit 331 and the photographic element 301 are mounted and which is 
coupled to at least one of the front and rear casings 1001, 1002 (see Col. 6, lines 14-21 , 
60-1, Figs. 4, 5). 

With regard to claim 2, Takada teaches the mounting structure 300 to be fixed to 
only the front casing 1 001 of the front and rear casings 1 001 , 1 002 (see Fig. 4). Here 
examiner considers the mounting structure 300 to be fixed to the front casing 1001 via 
the lens casing 902, and the rear casing 1002 to be fixed to the front casing 1001 via 
the screw 1003, thereby holding in place between the front and rear casings 1001, 1002 
the mounting structure 300. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 4, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,359,652 to Takada. 

With regard to claims 3 and 4, Takada teaches the camera as discussed above 
with respect to claim 1 to further comprise only one coupling member (screw 1003) for 
coupling the front and rear casings 1001 and 1002, respectively. However, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to duplicate the screw of Takada to further secure together the front and rear 
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casings (see Col. 5, lines 63-5, Figs. 3, 4). Further, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to duplicate the screw 
of Takada such that the screws are arranged on both sides of the mounting structure for 
distributing the force, which, in turn, further secures together the front and rear casings. 

With regard to claim 8, Takada does not teach the front and rear casings 1001 , 
1002 to comprise metal parts. However, Takada does teach a chassis 320 and a 
mounting plate 350, both constituting portions of the mounting structure 300, to be 
manufactured using metal, which acts as a shield against electromagnetism (see Col. 9, 
lines 14-9). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to fabricate the front and rear casings of Takada 
with metal parts for providing more shielding against electromagnetism. 

With regard to claim 10, Takada teaches electric circuits to be formed on both 
sides of a substrate 310, thereby teaching more implicitly the camera as discussed 
above with respect to claim 8 to further comprise an electric component part placed 
between the front and rear casings 1001, 1002, the casings 1001, 1002 being rendered 
conductive to the electric ground. 

6. Claims 1 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,828,919 to Furuya et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,561,458 to 
Cronin et al. 

With regard to claim 1, Furuya et al. disclose a camera comprising: 
a lens mount (body plate 41) (see Col. 7, lines 32-6, Fig. 9); 



Application/Control Number: 09/881 ,375 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2851 

a front main body member (front cover 1 ) which forms a front portion of a 
main body of the camera (see Fig. 5); 

a rear main body member (rear cover 4) which forms a rear portion of the 
main body of the camera and is coupled to the front cover 1 (see Fig. 5); and 

a central main body member (camera body 44) on which the plate 41 is 
mounted and which is coupled to at least one of the front and rear covers 1 , 4 (see Col. 
6, lines 52-3, Col. 8, lines 12-21, Fig. 9). 

Instead of teaching the camera to further comprise an image taking device 
designed to photoelectrically convert light received, Furuya et al. teach the camera to 
further comprise as an image taking device photographic film (see Fig. 9). However, 
Cronin et al. disclose an electronic imaging module for replacing in a conventional 
photographic camera (camera 10) photographic film with electronic means such as a 
CCD (see Col. 4, lines 59-64, Col. 7, lines 4-9, 53-4, Figs. 2A, 2B, 3A). Cronin et al. 
further disclose the imaging module as a central main body member (module 20b) on 
which a lens mount (housing 62) and the CCD are mounted and which is coupled to at 
least one of front and rear main body members (main housing section 1 1 , rear door 12) 
which form front and rear portions, respectively, of a main body of the camera 10, 
thereby rendering the module 20b analogous to the camera body of Furuya et al. (see 
Fig. 2A). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to replace the camera body of Furuya et al. with the 
module of Cronin et al. for converting the conventional photographic camera into an 
electronic imaging camera. 
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With regard to claim 5, Furuya et al. teach the camera as discussed above with 
respect to claim 1 to further comprise: 

a finder optical device (viewfinder unit 49) mounted on the camera body 
44 (see Col. 8, lines 42-5, Fig. 7); and 

a mirror unit (mirror box 43) which is mounted on the camera body 44 and 
reflects an object light beam and guides the object light beam to the viewfinder unit 49 
(see Col. 6, lines 3-7, Figs. 6-9). 

With regard to claim 6, Furuya et al. teach the viewfinder unit 49 as discussed 
above with respect to claim 5 to include a focal plate (focusing screen) serving as an 
imaging plane for the object light beam reflected by the mirror box 43 (see Col. 6, lines 
3-7). 

With regard to claim 7, Furuya et al. teach the camera as discussed above with 
respect to claim 5 to further comprise a focus detection device which is mounted on the 
camera body 44 and performs focus detection by using an optical light beam from the 
mirror box 43 (see Col. 6, lines 1-2, Col. 7, lines 3-4). 

7. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6,359,652 to Takada as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,697,005 to Kikuchi. 

With regard to claims 8 and 9, Takada does not teach the front and rear casings 
1001 , 1002 to comprise metal parts. However, Kikuchi discloses a camera comprising 
a front main body member (cover A21 ) which forms a front portion of a main body of the 
camera and a rear main body member (rear cover A23) which forms a rear portion of 
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the main body of the camera and is coupled to the cover A21 , thereby rendering the 
covers A21 , A23 analogous to the front and rear casings of Takada (see Fig. 8). 
Kikuchi teaches the cover A21 to be made of aluminum and formed by pressing for not 
only preventing the front surface of the camera from being damaged but to upgrade the 
appearance of the camera as well (see Col. 1 , lines 27-32, Col. 5, lines 8-13, Fig. 8). 
Although Kikuchi does not teach expressly the rear cover A23 to be made of aluminum, 
Kikuchi does refer to cover assemblies made entirely of metal (see Col. 1, lines 21-3). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to fabricate the front and rear casings of Takada with metal 
parts as disclosed by Kikuchi for preventing damage to the entire surface of the camera. 

With regard to claim 8, Kikuchi teaches the camera as discussed above with 
respect to claim 8 to further comprise flash means, thereby teaching implicitly an electric 
component part to be placed between the covers A21 , A23, the covers A21 , A23 being 
rendered conductive to electric ground (see Col. 4, line 50 to Col. 5, line 34). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate into the combined invention as discussed above with respect to 
claim 8 an electric component as disclosed by Kikuchi for enabling a flash device. 
8. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,359,652 to Takada as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,058,274 to Omiya. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Takada does not teach the camera to further comprise 
an accessory mount. However, Omiya discloses a camera (camera 10) comprising a 
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front main body member (front cover 71 ) which forms a front portion of a main body of 
the camera 10 and a rear main body member (rear cover 50) which forms a rear portion 
of the main body of the camera 1 0 and is coupled to the front cover 71 , thereby 
rendering the front and rear covers 50, 71 analogous to the front and rear casings of 
Takada (see Figs. 1-5). With respect to the cover assembly, Omiya teaches the camera 
10 to further comprise a casing member (top body panel cover 72) on which an 
accessory mount portion (accessory shoe 327) on which an electronic flash and other 
accessories can be detachably mounted is fixed (see Col. 5, lines 12-5, Fig. 5). 
Although Omiya does not disclose coupling means for attaching the top body panel 
cover 72 to the front cover 71 , Omiya does reference a known camera, wherein a top 
body panel cover is supported by a reinforcing member (segment 62) mounted on a 
decorative sheet which is attached to a front cover (see Col. 1 , lines 11-6, 35-7, Fig. 
10). Here Omiya explains that the decorative sheet is made of metal and that the 
segment 62 is welded to the decorative sheet. Therefore, it is understood that segment 
62 is made of metal. Omiya further explains that the segment 62 maintains the front of 
the top body panel cover within the same plane as the front cover for providing excellent 
external appearance (see Col. 1 , lines 37-42). It would have been obvious, then, to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate into the 
camera of Takada a top body panel cover having an accessory shoe as disclosed by 
Omiya for attaching an accessory, and being supported by a segment as discussed by 
Omiya for improving the appearance of the camera. 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are provided to further show the state of the art with 
respect to a camera comprising an image taking device designed to photoelectrical^ 
convert light received: 

U.S. Patent No. 6,393,224 to Stern et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 5,739,853 to Takahashi 
The following patent is provided to further show the state of the art with respect 
to accessory mount portions: 

U.S. Patent No. 6,453,126 to Abe 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-305- 
2771. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Russ Adams can be reached on 703-308-2847. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9318 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 9 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4900. 


mpn 

September 23, 2002 
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